T .
b O

J A X HERP®P NE WS
INAUBURATION ISSUE
Editor: John Berger

CRITTER OF THE MONTH: SOUTHERN RINBNECK SNAKE (Diadophis punctatus)

The Ringrneck srake is a very common snake in Duval cournty, but anyore
looking for one in late summer or during the fall may think otherwise. They
are secretive and usually found urnder boards, logs, or old stumps where their
rumbers can be very large. Their favorite foods appear to be small salamarmders
and esarthworms, although they are kriown to eat skinks, and on cocasion, smaller
srakes.

Irr captivity they are rot ore of your heartier speties, but seem to do
well 1f an envirorment such as scil for burrowing and bark for hiding under
are provided., Females usually lay a clutch of 3-7 eggs during the summer and
these enggs hatch in 38-%0 days. The Ringrneck has a very mild vernom which is
viot harmful to man, but has been known to help paralyze a potential meal. The
Rirmgreck snake is very mild marmered and seldom, if ever, attempts to bite.

Ir nmature the snakes arch remesis would prabably be the Coral snake or
ary other snake eating srnakes. The smake that any person may possibly mistake
the” Rirngreck for is the Florida Red belly snake, which alsc has a ring around
the reck. The easiest way to tell the twe apart is to look at the belly. The
Rirpgrneck always has a sirngle row of half moons rurming down the center of the
belly, while the Red bellied snake has a plain corange to red belly. Hoth are
usually grey to black on top and stay fairly smalll(less than 18 inches).

Great News

The Jacksornville Museum of Arts & Sciences has agreed to allow us to
use one of their rocoms for our monthly meetings. These meetings will be held on
the second Thursday of every month. In return they are seeking volunteers to
give talks and to be guides for 3-4 hrs. on Satwdays and Sundays. Any one
that is irnterested in clearnups of the reptiles on Thursdays would be welcome.
Some of the snakes at the museum are Bea constrictors, Burmese pythorns, and
several red rat snakes, orne of which has been in captivity for 30 years.

Meetings

Morithly meetings will be on the End Thursday of every month
in what is known as the "chuwech” room at the museum, The meetings will begin
at 7:30 p.rm..
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Members present at the first meeting voted in a $1&.00 armual
membership fee for reqular members, and $5.00 armmually for students.

Next meeting

Mr. Jim Hartman will discuss the escaology and husbarndry of one
poisonous snake and one non-polsonouns srake. Which mom~polisornous snake will
be discussed is a surprise but rumor has it that it is a very special garter
srake with him. (HINT: 1 in 25,000) BE THERE:!:!!!!

Want ed

Tips for maintaining Scarlet srnakes in capbivity. Corntact Dr. Jobn Rossi
at 771-3845 or 771-60835,

1, as the curvent editcor of the JAX HERP NEWS would like to say that 1 am
lacking forward to what will hopefully be a rewarding and educational Herp
soeciety. I would like to take this time toc welcome the current members and any
rnew members that have joined cur ranks since the first meeting., Amy type of
sugpestions to make this rewsletter betiter will be openly accepted, and please
feel free tao call me at home on any matters pertaining to the newsletter or
o SYakes. I am interested in excetic snakes, as well as natives, veromous or
non—venomous, Onoe again  WELCOME ABOARD

Sincerely

John Berger, Editor
Home phone — 778-3341



	1987july1.pdf
	1987july2.pdf

